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Section 1: For each of the following statements, please rank your level of agreement on the 
following scale: 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Agree Strongly Agree 

 

1 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

At the conclusion of this section, you will have a total of 250 words to expand upon any of your 
responses.  

 

NOTE: These statements do not necessarily align with the policy positions of GO Public 
Schools Oakland Advocates and should not be represented as such. In fact, some 
statements are in direct contradiction to the values and opinions of our network. This 
exercise will help our network better understand your positions on a wide range of issues.  

 

Statement Level of Agreement 
(Rank from 1-4) 

School sites should be able to adopt and pursue, with both time and 
budget, a unique theory of action based on their community’s needs. 

3 

Oakland Unified should have compensated, differentiated career 
pathways for effective teachers which includes roles that allow them to 
stay in the classroom (i.e. hybrid roles).  

3 

Unions are essential partners in providing students with a great 
education. 

3 

I would create a budget reserve to support schools that receive 
newcomer students mid-year (those who have been the United States 
less than three years). 

3 
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Increasing teacher compensation is one of my top priorities. 4 

Parcel taxes should be shared among Oakland’s district and charter 
schools based on the number of Oakland students they serve. 

3 

Budget transparency is essential to building community trust. 4 

Parent representatives should always have input in hiring the teachers 
at their school sites. 

4 

I believe that Oakland Unified adequately resources programs to 
support English language learners. 

2 

Statement 
Level of Agreement 

(Rank from 1-4) 

I would give more funding to support students from high-poverty 
backgrounds, in excess of Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 
supplemental and concentration grants. 

3 

I support a system for evaluating the quality of our schools that is 
primarily based on student achievement data and quantitative 
indicators of school culture (e.g., suspensions). 

4 

I would trade urgency of implementing solutions for students in favor of 
establishing a strong community foundation for new initiatives. 

3 

The district should regularly conduct an educator survey to identify 
factors that lower teacher retention rates. 

4 

We should use differentiated, higher pay to fill our hardest to staff 
positions, whether by school or by content area. 

3 

Parent representatives should have significant input in the budgetary 
process at their school sites. 

4 

Student feedback should have a role in teacher evaluations. 3 

I would support a parcel tax to fund teacher retention efforts for all 
Oakland public school teachers.  

4 

In partnership with their community and staff, school sites should be 
able to create their own budgets, hire new staff, select curriculum, and 
develop calendars. 

3 
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As a default, principals should have wide-ranging authority to make 
critical decisions about their schools with minimal interruption from the 
central office. 

4 

To increase state education funding, I believe that Proposition 13 
should be modified to tax commercial and industrial property owners at 
their properties’ current market rates. 

3 

I support the proposed California ballot initiative to extend the 
Proposition 30 income tax. 

4 
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Section 1 Response (OPTIONAL): In 250 words or fewer, expand on any of your responses to 
the statements above. You might use this section to add nuance to one of your positions or to 
provide additional context on your opinions. You may address as many statements from the 
above section as you would like, so long as your response falls within the 250-word limit.  
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Section 2: Please answer each of the following questions in 250 words or fewer.  

	

Oakland has a number of student groups, such as students with special needs, English 
language learners, and others, who are among our education system’s most 
underserved. Each of these groups have different, specific needs. What will be your 
approach as a board member to address the varied needs of Oakland students? 

 

All Oakland students have the right and expectation to reach their highest potential. It is our 

challenge as a school district and a community to accommodate the needs of all students. As a 

former classroom teacher in Oakland, I’m fully aware that the specific needs of EL students and 

students with special needs can’t all be met within the traditional classrooms with general 

education students. Although, we have made great advances in curriculum differentiation and 

the social benefits that comes with inclusion, our challenge to accommodate specific needs 

have gone poorly lacking. I’ve attended several meetings in recent months where parents of 

special education students have expressed their concerns, often grave concerns. Many have 

expressed concerns over rapid change without a fully disclosed, consistent, and cohesive 

district plan. They are concerned about the dismantling of currently successful programs to be 

replaced with untested programs. 

My first approach would be to create a forum for the parents of these students to have input. 

Additionally, I believe it is important to be cognizant of the unique needs of each school; each 

school community is unique and what works well at one school may not work well in another 

school community.   

Is see our principals as key players in addressing these needs. They know their kids, parents, 

and teachers; they should be allowed significant leeway in tweaking resources, staff, and 

programs to address the specific needs of their school community and their special needs 

children.  
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As a school board member, how would you dramatically increase the quality of 
Oakland’s ten lowest performing schools? Please include any relevant reflections on the 
current Quality School Development policy and the Call for Quality Schools initiative. 

 

First of all, I would like to applaud the effort of OUSD’s Quality Schools initiative. It is certainly a 

move in the right direction. Community engagement is always an essential ingredient to any 

successful school improvement program. Additional “targeted” resources are important as well; 

however, I would be interested in expanding our QS initiative in two specific areas. The first 

would be to develop additional support for our principals at our Intensive Support Schools. 

These principals are dealing with unique conditions for which they have not necessarily been 

prepared. I’ve worked as a California Public School Administrator for many years, and I know 

that my administrative credential program nor my work experience would have prepared me to 

manage a school with declining enrollment, with declining test scores, and a plethora of 

challenging social issues. We could develop our own specific support programs for these 

principals or look outside the district for additional support.  

Another way to address the needs of our ten lowest performing schools would be to make these 

schools more attractive to students and the community. McClymonds High School, as an 

“Intensive Support School,” could be transformed into an amazing school. It has a rich and 

culturally deep rooted history in Oakland. It has a large, architecturally attractive campus with 

outstanding sports facilities. As our School Board representative for District Three, I would work 

with our City Council, state representatives, and local business leaders to transform 

McClymonds into an amazing school that would attract students from all areas [RESPONSE 

BEYOND 250 WORDS REMOVED] 
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What equity issues do you believe exist between district and charter schools in Oakland? 
As a board member, how would you go about addressing those issues? 

 

First of all, let me say that charter schools in Oakland are not the problem, but they are not the 

solution either. I believe it is possible for us to allow district schools similar opportunity to be 

more creative in how we deliver instruction while requiring similar transparency and 

accountability from our charter schools. We are faced with a plethora of challenging issues 

when it comes to offering a quality education to the children of Oakland. The debate over district 

versus charter schools divides us as a community and distract us from the real issues. We have 

low and high performing district schools; we have low and high performing charter schools. Let 

us engage in a process of making all our schools, district and charter, high performing. “Equity 

issues?” I believe all schools in OUSD should receive equitable funding based on the number of 

students and the special need students within the school. I believe my parcel tax dollars should 

go toward the needs of all students – district or charter. I believe, as mentioned above, that our 

principals should be giving more leeway and support to address the specific needs of his/ her 

school community. I believe in transparency and accountability for all schools. I am optimistic 

that Open Enrollment will address any existing equity issues for student enrollment between 

district and charter. 


