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Section 1: For each of the following statements, please rank your level of agreement on the 
following scale: 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
At the conclusion of this section, you will have a total of 250 words to expand upon any of your 
responses.  
 
NOTE: These statements do not necessarily align with the policy positions of GO Public 
Schools Oakland Advocates and should not be represented as such. In fact, some 
statements are in direct contradiction to the values and opinions of our network. This 
exercise will help our network better understand your positions on a wide range of issues.  
 

Statement Level of Agreement 
(Rank from 1-4) 

School sites should be able to adopt and pursue, with both time and 
budget, a unique theory of action based on their community’s needs. 

3 

Oakland Unified should have compensated, differentiated career 
pathways for effective teachers which includes roles that allow them to 
stay in the classroom (i.e. hybrid roles).  

3 

Unions are essential partners in providing students with a great 
education. 

4 

I would create a budget reserve to support schools that receive 
newcomer students mid-year (those who have been the United States 
less than three years). 

3 

Increasing teacher compensation is one of my top priorities. 4 

Parcel taxes should be shared among Oakland’s district and charter 
schools based on the number of Oakland students they serve. 

1 

Budget transparency is essential to building community trust. 4 

Parent representatives should always have input in hiring the teachers 
at their school sites. 

3 

I believe that Oakland Unified adequately resources programs to 
support English language learners. 

1 
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Statement Level of Agreement 
(Rank from 1-4) 

I would give more funding to support students from high-poverty 
backgrounds, in excess of Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF) 
supplemental and concentration grants. 

4 

I support a system for evaluating the quality of our schools that is 
primarily based on student achievement data and quantitative 
indicators of school culture (e.g., suspensions). 

2 

I would trade urgency of implementing solutions for students in favor of 
establishing a strong community foundation for new initiatives. 

2 

The district should regularly conduct an educator survey to identify 
factors that lower teacher retention rates. 

1 

We should use differentiated, higher pay to fill our hardest to staff 
positions, whether by school or by content area. 

2 

Parent representatives should have significant input in the budgetary 
process at their school sites. 

4 

Student feedback should have a role in teacher evaluations. 3 

I would support a parcel tax to fund teacher retention efforts for all 
Oakland public school teachers.  

3 

In partnership with their community and staff, school sites should be 
able to create their own budgets, hire new staff, select curriculum, and 
develop calendars. 

2 

As a default, principals should have wide-ranging authority to make 
critical decisions about their schools with minimal interruption from the 
central office. 

3 

To increase state education funding, I believe that Proposition 13 
should be modified to tax commercial and industrial property owners at 
their properties’ current market rates. 

3 

I support the proposed California ballot initiative to extend the 
Proposition 30 income tax. 

4 
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Section 1 Response (OPTIONAL): In 250 words or fewer, expand on any of your responses to 
the statements above. You might use this section to add nuance to one of your positions or to 
provide additional context on your opinions. You may address as many statements from the 
above section as you would like, so long as your response falls within the 250-word limit.  
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Section 2: Please answer each of the following questions in 250 words or fewer.  
 
Oakland has a number of student groups, such as students with special needs, English 
language learners, and others, who are among our education system’s most 
underserved. Each of these groups have different, specific needs. What will be your 
approach as a board member to address the varied needs of Oakland students? 
 
We have to do better.  We should not have a state administrator or be under a voluntary 
resolution with the Office of Civil Rights.  I don’t believe in the Office of African American Male 
Achievement model that is now being replicated for other subgroups.  First I’d address the many 
needs all of our students share and push to make resources available to meet those needs.  I 
will work to make meaningful community engagement a reality and push to have the school 
board return to a committee system.  I will always have an open door for input and advice.  I will 
remain actively engaged with established groups like the CAC.  I would also like to make the 
LCAP engagement process much more robust.  The named groups in LCAP should all have 
their own committee to ensure that their varied and unique needs are being met, as the law 
requires.  
 
 
 
 
As a school board member, how would you dramatically increase the quality of 
Oakland’s ten lowest performing schools? Please include any relevant reflections on the 
current Quality School Development policy and the Call for Quality Schools initiative. 
 
What we are doing now is not working.  We continue to see our traditional public schools 
closed, only to be replaced by a charter.  These conversions have happened almost entirely 
below 580 leaving many neighborhoods with no public schools.  The options process has only 
exacerbated the problem causing more and more people to look outside their neighborhood for 
a more “desirable” school.  Differentiated or more focused spending through LCAP could help.  
ISS or Measure N could help but so far both have been flawed.  There are already questions 
about what the money is being used for and why ISS is being paid for out of our Measure J 
facilities funds.  I am very familiar with the QSD policy.  I was on the superintendent’s QSD 
committee and I have been to numerous “Call” meetings at 4 or 5 different schools.  The 
problem with the QSD policy is that it allows charters participate in the process.  The final 
decision on who gets to redesign a school is made by the academic review board, with no 
community input.  Giving our public schools to charters is not a sustainable policy for 
development or improvement. 
 
 
 
 
What equity issues do you believe exist between district and charter schools in Oakland? 
As a board member, how would you go about addressing those issues? 
 
Charter schools are not public schools.  The equity issue that exists between public schools and 
charters is that the school board has continually favored charters schools at the expense of our 
public schools.  OUSD only charges charters a 1% oversight fee instead of the allowable 3%.  
The school board passed a quality school development policy that specifically allows charters to 
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takeover our schools.  The school board hired a superintendent, without community input, who 
is “agnostic on charters”.  OUSD is negotiating an equity pledge, that includes a common 
enrollment component, that will allow charters even more access to our district’s resources.  
Even after the California Charter School Association sued OUSD over prop 39 offers the district 
still negotiated a 40 year lease for KIPP charter at Lafayette is working on a 30 year lease for 
AIM charter at King Estates.  The school board should be primarily concerned with our public 
schools and if charters want more access to our resources they should rejoin the district. 


