
 

 

  
Overview and Directions 

  
Congratulations on your decision to seek election to the Oakland Unified School District Board 
of Education! We wish you the best of luck in your race for this important office, which makes 
critical decisions for Oakland students and their schools. 
  
We look forward to seeing your answers to this questionnaire and sharing your responses with 
our network. This questionnaire helps ensure that our network is informed of your positions and 
values, and play a significant role in our endorsement process. 
   
As you complete your responses, please follow the directions below: 

● This questionnaire has two sections: responses to policy statements and free-response 
questions. Please make sure that you answer every question. 

● Please write your answers in this document following each question and return your 
survey as a Word document (to help with formatting and translation). Once we receive 
your document, we will add your name and office to the header of each page. We will 
also reformat your responses to the following specifications: 

○ Font: Arial 
○ Size: 11pt 
○ Spacing: Double 

  
Please return this survey to Jessica Stewart, Executive Director (jessica@gopublicschools.org) 
no later than Sunday, July 29th. 
  
 
  

   

 



 
[Candidate Name] 

Oakland Unified School District Board of Education 
[Board District] 

Oakland Unified School District Board of Education 
Candidate Questionnaire, Policies and Issues 

  
Section 1: For each of the following statements, please rank your level of agreement on the 
following scale: 
 

Strongly 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

1  2  3  4 
 
At the conclusion of this section, you will have a total of 250 words to expand upon any of your 
responses. This exercise will help our network better understand your positions on a wide range 
of issues. 
  

Statement  Level of Agreement 
(Rank from 1-4) 

1Oakland 

The Board of Education has responsibility for the success of all 
students attending Oakland public schools, whether those schools 
are run by OUSD or charter school operators, via their role in 
governance of the school district and as charter school authorizers. 

  

I support the Community of Schools policy passed by the Board of 
Education in June 2018 as written.  

  

Public schools, district and charter, working with Oakland’s most 
historically underserved student populations should receive more 
money to serve those students. This should be in addition to Local 
Control Funding Formula (LCFF) supplemental and concentration 
grants.  

 

The Board of Education must create policies, oversee district-run 
schools, and use it’s charter authorizer powers to ensure to that all 
schools contribute to serving all Oakland students. 

 

The Board of Education must use available facilities strategically to 
maximize Oakland student access to high quality schools that serve 
students equitably and are sustainable. 

 

Parcel tax revenues should be shared among Oakland’s public 
district and charter schools based on the number of Oakland 
students they serve and their programming aligned to the parcel tax 

 

 

http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=89128.pdf
http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=89128.pdf
http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=89128.pdf


 
[Candidate Name] 

Oakland Unified School District Board of Education 
[Board District] 

language. 

Budgeting for Impact 

I commit to governing and voting in accordance with nationally 
established best financial practices, including those in the Smarter 
School Spending Framework put forward by the Government Finance 
Officers Association, and adopted in Board Resolution 18-0127. 

I am committed to exercising the fiscal discipline to ensure a financial 
reserve that grows every year towards 5% by beginning of 2020-21. 

 

I am willing to consolidate or close schools to help resolve Oakland 
Unified’s current financial crisis. 

 

When budget cuts need to be made, we should try to reduce 
spending at the central office before we cut spending at school sites.  

 

It is better to adopt a conservative budget to begin the year, and 
potentially release additional funds mid-year, than to adopt a more 
optimistic budget and potentially have to make mid-year cuts. 

 

Budget transparency, even when it doesn't always reflect well on the 
district or district leadership, is essential to building and maintaining 
community trust. 

 

To increase state education funding, I believe that Proposition 13 
should be modified to tax commercial and industrial property owners 
at their properties’ current market rates. 

  
 Section 1 Response (OPTIONAL): In 250 words or fewer (in total, not 250 per statement), 
expand on any of your responses to the statements above. You might use this section to add 
nuance to one of your positions or to provide additional context on your opinions. You may 
address as many statements from the above section as you would like, so long as your 
response falls within the 250-word limit. 
  
  
  
 
  
   

 

https://smarterschoolspending.org/
https://smarterschoolspending.org/
https://ousd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3336354&GUID=4B6562AA-F022-4140-B12E-D25C7E290777


 
[Candidate Name] 

Oakland Unified School District Board of Education 
[Board District] 

Section 2: Please answer each of the following questions in 250 words or fewer. 
  
1Oakland 
In June 2018, the Board of Education passed a Community of Schools policy. What will be your 
top 2-3 priorities as a board member to make the vision of this policy – that Oakland has a 
community of public schools delivering a high-quality education for all students – a reality? 
(250-word limit) 
  
  
  
In your view, what are the key equity issues that exist between district-run and charter 
schools? As a board member, what would you do to try to remedy these inequities? (250-word 
limit) 
 
 
 
Budgeting for Impact 
In your view, what are the most significant drivers of Oakland Unified’s current financial crisis? 
As a board member, what would you do to mitigate these issues? (250-word limit) 
 
 
 
 
The Board of Education has called for $27 million in cuts to be made beginning in the 2019-20 
school year. What criteria will you use to determine whether staff is recommending the right 
cuts, and how do you see the difference between the responsibility of district staff and the 
Board of Education? (250-word limit) 
 
 
 
 
Leadership and Candidacy 
What specific strengths and experience will you bring to the board that will make the Board of 
Education a more effective team? (250-word limit) 
 
 
All signs point to the next four years requiring incredibly hard Board decisions and votes to 
ensure our district and Oakland students are in a position to thrive moving forward. There will 
inevitably be times when your position on an issue is unpopular with some the in the 
community you represent. How will you navigate those tensions when voting on difficult 
decisions, including budget cuts and potential school closures or consolidations? (250-word 
limit) 
 

 

http://ousd.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=89128.pdf
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What have you done to lay a foundation for a successful candidacy? Speak specifically to 
fundraising, campaign staff, field preparation, campaign infrastructure, and key 
endorsements. (150-word limit, do not count key endorsements against your word limit) 
  
  
  
What will your ballot designation be, and why? (50-word limit) 

  
 
  
 

 


